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1. PUT GOD FIRST

Ten Commandments: Exodus 20:2-3 — “| am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before
me.”

Shema: Deuteronomy 6:4-9 -- Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.
You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your might.

Matthew 22:35-40 -- And one of them, a lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him.
"Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" He said to him, ""You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind."'
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: "You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.! On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets."

Ten Commandments elaborated: Leviticus 19:1-3f — “The LORD spoke to Moses,
saying: ‘Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall
be holy, for | the LORD your God am holy. You shall each revere your mother and
father, and you shall keep my sabbaths: | am the LORD your God.”

Deuteronomy 10:12-21 -- So now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God require of
you? Only to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the
commandments of the LORD your God and his decrees that | am commanding you
today, for your own well-being.... You shall fear the LORD your God; him alone you
shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name you shall swear.

1 - FAITHFULNESS BIBLE STUDY, Pr. T.L. Weitzel © 2012



2. SEEK & DO GOD’S WILL

Luke 22:42 — Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, "Father, if you are willing, remove
this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done."

John 4: 34 -- Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to
complete his work.”

John 5:30 — Jesus says, "l can do nothing on my own. As | hear, | judge; and my
judgment is just, because | seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me.”

John 6:37-40 — Jesus says, “Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and
anyone who comes to me | will never drive away; for | have come down from heaven,
not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who
sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last
day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him
may have eternal life; and | will raise them up on the last day."

John 7: 16-18 -- Then Jesus answered them, "My teaching is not mine but his who sent
me. Anyone who resolves to do the will of God will know whether the teaching is from
God or whether | am speaking on my own. Those who speak on their own seek their
own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and there is
nothing false in him.”

Mark 3:15 — Jesus says, “Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother."

Romans 12:2 -- Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God--what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

Ephesians 6:5-6 -- Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, in
singleness of heart, as you obey Christ; not only while being watched, and in order to
please them, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.

Col. 1:9-10 -- For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for
you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing
to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-22 -- Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the
Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is
good; abstain from every form of evil.
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Hebrews 10: 35-36 -- Do not, therefore, abandon that confidence of yours; it brings a
great reward. For you need endurance, so that when you have done the will of God,
you may receive what was promised.

1 Peter 2:12-15 -- Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that, though
they malign you as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds and glorify God when
he comes to judge. For the Lord's sake accept the authority of every human institution,
whether of the emperor as supreme, or of governors, as sent by him to punish those
who do wrong and to praise those who do right. For it is God's will that by doing right
you should silence the ignorance of the foolish.

1 Peter 4:1-2 -- Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the
same intention (for whoever has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), so as to live
for the rest of your earthly life no longer by human desires but by the will of God.

1 John 2:15-17 -- Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father
is not in those who love the world; for all that is in the world--the desire of the flesh, the
desire of the eyes, the pride in riches--comes not from the Father but from the world.
And the world and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will of God live
forever.
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3. WORSHIP WEEKLY

Exodus 20:8-11 -- Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall
labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God;
you shall not do any work--you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave,
your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore
the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.

Exodus 31:12-14a -- The LORD said to Moses: You yourself are to speak to the
Israelites: "You shall keep my sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations, given in order that you may know that |, the LORD,
sanctify you. You shall keep the sabbath, because it is holy for you.”

Leviticus 19:30 -- You shall keep my sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: | am the
LORD.

Leviticus 23:1-3 -- The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the people of Israel
and say to them: These are the appointed festivals of the LORD that you shall proclaim
as holy convocations, my appointed festivals. Six days shall work be done; but the
seventh day is a sabbath of complete rest, a holy convocation; you shall do no work: it
is a sabbath to the LORD throughout your settlements.

Numbers 28:9-10 -- On the sabbath day: two male lambs a year old without blemish,
and two-tenths of an ephah of choice flour for a grain offering, mixed with oil, and its
drink offering -- this is the burnt offering for every sabbath, in addition to the regular
burnt offering and its drink offering.

Deuteronomy 5:15 -- Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the
LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.

Isaiah 66:23 -- From new moon to new moon, and from sabbath to sabbath, all flesh
shall come to worship before me, says the LORD.

Luke 4:16 -- When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom.

Luke 4:31 -- He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching them on
the sabbath.

Acts 2:41 -- So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about
three thousand persons were added. They devoted themselves to the apostles'
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon
everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who
believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions
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and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they
spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Acts 13:13-16 -- Then Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to
Perga in Pamphylia. John, however, left them and returned to Jerusalem; but they went
on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the sabbath day they went into
the synagogue and sat down. After the reading of the law and the prophets, the officials
of the synagogue sent them a message, saying, "Brothers, if you have any word of
exhortation for the people, give it." So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to
speak.

Acts 13:44 -- The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the
Lord.

Hebrews 4:9-12 -- So then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God; for those
who enter God's rest also cease from their labors as God did from his. Let us therefore
make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one may fall through such disobedience
as theirs. Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Acts 20:7-12 -- On the first day of the week, when we met to break bread, Paul was
holding a discussion with them; since he intended to leave the next day, he continued
speaking until midnight. There were many lamps in the room upstairs where we were
meeting. A young man named Eutychus, who was sitting in the window, began to sink
off into a deep sleep while Paul talked still longer. Overcome by sleep, he fell to the
ground three floors below and was picked up dead. But Paul went down, and bending
over him took him in his arms, and said, "Do not be alarmed, for his life is in him." Then
Paul went upstairs, and after he had broken bread and eaten, he continued to converse
with them until dawn; then he left. Meanwhile they had taken the boy away alive and
were not a little comforted.

1 Corinthians 16:1-3 -- Now concerning the collection for the saints: you should follow
the directions | gave to the churches of Galatia. On the first day of every week, each of
you is to put aside and save whatever extra you earn, so that collections need not be
taken when | come. And when | arrive, | will send any whom you approve with letters to
take your gift to Jerusalem.

Revelation 1:9-11 -- |, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution
and the kingdom and the patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos because
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. | was in the spirit on the Lord's day, and
| heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, "Write in a book what you see
and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."
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4. PRAY DAILY
256 references to prayer in the Bible.

Solomon’s great Prayer of Dedication of the Temple -- 2 Chronicles 6:12-40
God’s Answer to the Prayer of Dedication -- 2 Chronicles 7:12-32

Matthew 14:23 -- And after Jesus had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain
by himself to pray.

Luke 5:15-16 -- But now more than ever the word about Jesus spread abroad; many
crowds would gather to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. But he would
withdraw to deserted places and pray.

Luke 6:12-16 -- Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he
spent the night in prayer to God. And when day came, he called his disciples and
chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles.

Matthew 5:43-45a -- Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.” But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven....”

Jesus’ advice on prayer:

e Matthew 6:5-15
o Luke 11:9-13
e Luke 18:1-8

Mark 14:32-36 -- They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,
“Sit here while | pray.” He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be
distressed and agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death;
remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said,
“‘Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what |
want, but what you want.”

Acts 1:12-14 -- (Following Jesus’ Ascension) Then they returned to Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When
they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying,
Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women,
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
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Acts 2:41-42 -- So those who welcomed Peter’'s message were baptized, and that day
about three thousand persons were added. They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Acts 10:9-16 -- About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching
the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something
to eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven
opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by
its four corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the
air. Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no
means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.” The voice
said to him again, a second time, “What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.” This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven.

Romans 8:26-27 -- Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.
And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

Ephesians 6:18 -- Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that
end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.

Colossians 4:2 -- Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 -- Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

James 5:13-16 -- Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful?
They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the
elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name
of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and
anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the
righteous is powerful and effective.
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5. STUDY & KNOW GOD’S WORD

Leviticus 10:8,11 -- And the LORD spoke to Aaron ... you are to teach the people of
Israel all the statutes that the LORD has spoken to them through Moses.

Moses’ command regarding God’s word to the Israelites — Deuteronomy 4:1-9

Deuteronomy 11:18-21 -- You shall put these words of mine in your heart and soul, and
you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and fix them as an emblem on your
forehead. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you are at home and
when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your
children may be multiplied in the land that the LORD swore to your ancestors to give
them, as long as the heavens are above the earth.

Ezra 7:9-10 -- On the first day of the first month the journey up from Babylon was
begun, and on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, for the gracious
hand of his God was upon him. For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the
LORD, and to do it, and to teach the statutes and ordinances in Israel.

Psalm 1:1-2 -- Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the
path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; but their delight is in the law of the
LORD, and on his law they meditate day and night.

Psalm 25:4-5 -- Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead me
in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you | wait all day
long.

Psalm 119:12-18 -- Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes. With my lips |
declare all the ordinances of your mouth. | delight in the way of your decrees as much
as in all riches. | will meditate on your precepts, and fix my eyes on your ways. | will
delight in your statutes; | will not forget your word. Deal bountifully with your servant, so
that I may live and observe your word. Open my eyes, so that | may behold wondrous
things out of your law.

Psalm 119:33-37 -- Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and | will observe it to
the end. Give me understanding, that | may keep your law and observe it with my
whole heart. Lead me in the path of your commandments, for | delight in it. Turn my
heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain. Turn my eyes from looking at vanities;
give me life in your ways.

Proverbs 9:10 -- The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge
of the Holy One is insight.

Proverbs 30:5 -- Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge
in him.
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Mark 6:34 -- As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for
them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them
many things.

Luke 4:14-21 -- Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." And he rolled up the scroll, gave it
back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on
him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing."

Jesus’ use of God’s word at temptation — Matthew 4:1-11
Parable of the Sower — Luke 8:4-15

Luke 11:28 -- But Jesus said, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and
obey it!"

Acts 2:41-42 -- So those who welcomed Peter’'s message were baptized, and that day
about three thousand persons were added. They devoted themselves to the apostles'
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Acts 18:11 -- Paul stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among
them.

1 Thessalonians 2:13 -- We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you
received the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word
but as what it really is, God's word, which is also at work in you believers.

Hebrews 4:12 -- Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Colossians 3:16 -- Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one

another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God.
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6. LOVE & SERVE OTHERS
Leviticus 19:18b -- You shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the LORD.

Numbers 5:6-7 -- Speak to the Israelites: When a man or a woman wrongs another,
breaking faith with the LORD, that person incurs guilt and shall confess the sin that has
been committed.

Mark 20:25-28 -- But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so
among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just as the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many."

John 13:12-17 -- After Jesus had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had
returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what | have done to you? You call
me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what | am. So if I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For | have
set you an example, that you also should do as | have done to you. Very truly, | tell you,
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one
who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

John 13:34-35 — Jesus says, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

Romans 12:9-10 -- Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.

Romans 13:10 -- Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the
law.

Galatians 5:13-14 -- For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves
to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, "You shall
love your neighbor as yourself."

1 Peter 4:10 -- Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with
whatever gift each of you has received.

1 John 4:7-8 -- Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone

who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God,
for God is love.
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7. TITHE THANKFULLY

87 references to tithing and first fruits giving

1,089 references to offerings

2,000 verses on money & possessions, including 288 in the 4 gospels
16 of Jesus’ 38 parables deal with money & possessions

Genesis 14:18-20 -- And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he
was priest of God Most High. He blessed Abram and said, "Blessed be Abram by God
Most High, maker of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has
delivered your enemies into your hand!" And Abram gave him one tenth of everything.

Genesis 28:20-21 -- Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and will
keep me in this way that | go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so
that | come again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, and
this stone, which | have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house; and of all that you give
me | will surely give one tenth to you."

Exodus 23:16,19 -- You shall observe the festival of harvest, of the first fruits of your
labor, of what you sow in the field. You shall observe the festival of ingathering at the
end of the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor.... The choicest
of the first fruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God.

Leviticus 27:30 -- All tithes from the land, whether the seed from the ground or the fruit
from the tree, are the Lord's; they are holy to the LORD.

2 Chronicles 31:5-6 -- As soon as the word [from Hezekiah] spread, the people of Israel
gave in abundance the first fruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of the
field; and they brought in abundantly the tithe of everything. The people of Israel and
Judah who lived in the cities of Judah also brought in the tithe of cattle and sheep, and
the tithe of the dedicated things that had been consecrated to the LORD their God, and
laid them in heaps.

Nehemiah 10:35 -- We obligate ourselves to bring the first fruits of our soil and the first
fruits of all fruit of every tree, year by year, to the house of the LORD.

Malachi 3:10 -- Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my
house, and thus put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if | will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.

Psalm 37:21 -- The wicked borrow, and do not pay back, but the righteous are generous
and keep giving.

Proverbs 3:9-10 -- Honor the LORD with your substance and with the first fruits of all

your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting
with wine.
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Proverbs 11:25 -- A generous person will be enriched, and one who gives water will get
water.

Proverbs 22:9 --Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with
the poor.

Matthew 6:19-21 -- "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 23:23 -- Jesus said, "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice
and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the
others.”

Mark 12:41-44 -- Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and
put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples
and said to them, "Truly | tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who
are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance;
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on."

Luke 18:22 -- When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "There is still one thing lacking.
Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me."

Acts 2:46-47 -- Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved.

Galatians 5:22-23 -- By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

1 Timothy 6:18-19 -- They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and
ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the
future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

2 Cor 9:6-8 -- The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you
have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by
always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.
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8. SHARE THE GOSPEL

Matthew 28:19-20 -- Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to
the end of the age."

John 20:21-23 -- Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so | send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained."

At the Ascension: Luke 24:45-49 -- Then Jesus opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of
these things. And see, | am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."

At the Ascension: Acts 1:8 -- Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Matthew 9:36-38 -- When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."

Matthew 5:13-16 -- Jesus said, "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste,
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out
and trampled under foot. "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be
hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Mark 1:17 -- And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and | will make you fish for people."

Mark 6:7-13 -- Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their
journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals
and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there
until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you,
as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them." So
they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and
anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
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Luke 10:8-11 -- Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set
before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has
come near to you." But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go
out into its streets and say, 'Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe
off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.'

Luke 13:18-21 -- He said therefore, "What is the kingdom of God like? And to what
should | compare it? Itis like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the
garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.
And again he said, "To what should | compare the kingdom of God? It is like yeast that
a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened."

John 14:12 -- Jesus says, “Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do
the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to
the Father.”

Acts 2:32 (Peter's Pentecost sermon) -- “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us
are witnesses.”

Acts 4:29-31 (Prayer in the face of threats) -- “And now, Lord, look at their threats, and
grant to your servants to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your
hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy
servant Jesus." When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together
was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with
boldness.

Acts 13:30-31-- Paul’s sermon, “But God raised him from the dead; and for many days
he appeared to those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, and they are
now his witnesses to the people.

Exodus 19:5-6 -- “Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall
be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but
you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.”

1 Peter 2:9 -- But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.
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9. PARTICIPATE AT CHURCH

Galatians 3:27-28 (The importance of Baptism) -- As many of you as were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.

1 Corinthians 12 -- Paul’s great description of the Body of Christ, the Church

Acts 2:42 -- They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

Romans 12:4-11-- For as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher,
in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil,
hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:9-10 -- God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.

1 Corinthians 14:12, 26 -- So with yourselves; since you are eager for spiritual gifts,
strive to excel in them for building up the church.... What should be done then, my
friends? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a
tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.

Ephesians 4:11-16 --The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full
stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by
every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.

But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head,
into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with
which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in
building itself up in love.

1 John 1:6-7 -- If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses
us from all sin.
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10. REPENT UNFAITHFULNESS
On faithfulness and unfaithfulness — Leviticus 26:1-46

Leviticus 5:5 -- When you realize your guilt in any of these, you shall confess the sin
that you have committed.

Isaiah 1:27 -- Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by
righteousness.

Nehemiah 1:8-9 -- Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, 'If
you are unfaithful, | will scatter you among the peoples; but if you return to me and
keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are under the farthest
skies, | will gather them from there and bring them to the place at which | have chosen
to establish my name.'

Ezekiel 14:6 -- Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: Repent
and turn away from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations.

Ezekiel 18:30-32 -- Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to
your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise
iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you
die, O house of Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
GOD. Turn, then, and live.

Matthew 3:1-2, 8 -- In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.... Bear fruit worthy of
repentance.”

Matthew 4:17 -- From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come near."

Luke 5:32 -- Jesus says, “| have come to call not the righteous but sinners to
repentance."

Luke 13:1-3 -- At that very time there were some present who told him about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, "Do you
think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all
other Galileans? No, | tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.”

Luke 17:3-4 -- Jesus says, “Be on your guard! If another disciple sins, you must rebuke
the offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive. And if the same person sins
against you seven times a day, and turns back to you seven times and says, 'l repent,’
you must forgive."
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Luke 24:46-47 -- And Jesus said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”

Acts 2:38-39 -- Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him."

Acts 3:19-20 -- Peter said, “Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be
wiped out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and
that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus....”

Acts 11:18 -- When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying,
"Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life."

2 Corinthians 7:9-10 -- Now | rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because your
grief led to repentance; for you felt a godly grief, so that you were not harmed in any
way by us. For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation and brings no
regret, but worldly grief produces death.

Hebrews 6:4-6 -- For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have
once been enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy
Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to
come, and then have fallen away, since on their own they are crucifying again the Son
of God and are holding him up to contempt.

1 John 1:8-9 -- If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not

in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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THE BLESSINGS OF FAITHFULNESS

Exodus 19:5-6 -- Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall
be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but
you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.

Leviticus 26:3-6,9,11-12 -- If you follow my statutes and keep my commandments and
observe them faithfully, | will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield
its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.... | will look with favor upon
you and make you fruitful and multiply you; and | will maintain my covenant with you....

| will place my dwelling in your midst, and | shall not abhor you. And | will walk among
you, and will be your God, and you shall be my people.

Deuteronomy 5:33 -- You must follow exactly the path that the LORD your God has
commanded you, so that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you
may live long in the land that you are to possess.

Deuteronomy 6:1-3 -- Now this is the commandment--the statutes and the ordinances--
that the LORD your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are
about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your children's
children may fear the LORD your God all the days of your life, and keep all his decrees
and his commandments that | am commanding you, so that your days may be long.
Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you,
and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the
LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.

Deuteronomy 6:24 -- Then the LORD commanded us to observe all these statutes, to
fear the LORD our God, for our lasting good, so as to keep us alive, as is now the case.

Deuteronomy 11:13-17 -- If you will only heed his every commandment that | am
commanding you today--loving the LORD your God, and serving him with all your heart
and with all your soul -- then he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early
rain and the later rain, and you will gather in your grain, your wine, and your oil; and he
will give grass in your fields for your livestock, and you will eat your fill. Take care, or
you will be seduced into turning away, serving other gods and worshiping them, for
then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you and he will shut up the heavens,
so that there will be no rain and the land will yield no fruit; then you will perish quickly off
the good land that the LORD is giving you.

Deuteronomy 11:26-28 -- See, | am setting before you today a blessing and a curse:
the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that | am
commanding you today; and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the
LORD your God, but turn from the way that | am commanding you today, to follow other
gods that you have not known.
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Blessings & Curses: Deuteronomy 28 -- If you will only obey the LORD your God, by
diligently observing all his commandments that | am commanding you today, the LORD
your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth; all these blessings shall
come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the LORD your God: ... But if you will not
obey the LORD your God by diligently observing all his commandments and decrees,
which | am commanding you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and

Deuteronomy 12:28 -- Be careful to obey all these words that | command you today, so
that it may go well with you and with your children after you forever, because you will be
doing what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God.

Psalm 128:1-2 -- Happy is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways. You
shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you shall be happy, and it shall go well with
you.

Jeremiah 7:23 -- But this command | gave them, "Obey my voice, and | will be your
God, and you shall be my people; and walk only in the way that | command you, so that
it may be well with you."

Jeremiah 32:39 -- They shall be my people, and | will be their God. | will give them one
heart and one way, that they may fear me for all time, for their own good and the good
of their children after them.

Matthew 5:2-12 -- Then Jesus began to speak, and taught them, saying: "Blessed are
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed
are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are
the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see
God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are
those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

Luke 11:28 -- But Jesus said, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and
obey it!"

Revelation 2:10 — Jesus says, “Be faithful until death, and | will give you the crown of
life.”
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