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Throughout history, women have been written about, sung 
about, painted, and described through myriad art forms…and 
also throughout history, women have been the victims of 
oppression and abuse.  While the role of women has changed 
over the years, in many cultures it is still centered in domestic 
life.  This can often render their needs and their hurts invisible—
hidden in the confines of the home.  Though not highlighted as 
often as men, there are many portraits of women in the Bible.  
They can show us perseverance, intelligence, faith, and  
confidence in the Lord.  We can be inspired by women who 
embrace life and move into the future with courage. 
 
The discussions below, written in Spanish, are from the ISHA Bible and describe women in the 
Old Testament: Dinah (Genesis 34), Tamar (Genesis 38), and the daughter of Jepthah (Judges 
11).  These descriptions help us to reflect on how women are described in the Bible and the 
actions they are compelled to take in the context of a patriarchal society.  Too often, women have 
been victimized and devalued.  Yet their stories must be told, for they are part of the grand story 
of God’s relationship with God’s people.  And like men, women are inheritors of the promises of 
God.  Indeed, in the story of creation in Genesis, the inherent equality of male and female was 
established, as both were created in the God’s image.  Spanish speakers are encouraged to read 
the biblical texts and also the explanations for reflection; English speakers can reach for their 
Bible to learn the stories, and then reflect on the following questions: 
 
How is the woman portrayed? 
What role does society play in the story as it unfolds, and the actions the woman takes? 
In the stories where there is violence, how is it interpreted and viewed in the Ancient World? 
How is this different from, or the same as, today? 
What do you learn about the role of women from the story? 
 
 
 
Prayer: 
 
Gracious One, you are the author of love, and author of life.  You name us precious—male and 
female, slave or free, and we are all one in Christ Jesus.  Forgive our complacency as gender-
based violence continues to be perpetrated across the globe.  Raise our awareness for the ways in 
which abuse and violence destroy women and their families.  Grant us a holy urgency to bring an 
end to the oppression of women and children.  May we hear the cries of the victims, and not rest 
until all your children live in dignity, peace and freedom.  We are your instruments of justice 
and reconciliation; may we answer your call with passion and perseverance.   
All this we pray in Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord, Amen 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


